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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-52 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Klug, U.S. Patent 

No. 6,591,245* 

3. As to claim 1, Klug teaches a system for providing personalized notification 
comprising: 

a controller adapted to compare personal information (col. 5, lines 10-16, 
processor 1 1 8 access the media content database in order to compare and identify content 
that may be of interest to particular users) and 

administrative information related to an event (col. 5, lines 48-56, information 
such as concert or other announcement releases of sound recordings etc. . .) and further 
adapted to send a personalized notification to a user concerning the event (col. 5, lines 
57-67, the user will receive notification of media content of potential interest.) 
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4. As to claim 6, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 wherein the personal 
information comprises a preferred method of notification (col. 5, lines 48-56, the user is 
prompted to specify the notification criteria,) 

5. As to claim 7, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 wherein the controller is 
further adapted to send the notification via one of the user*s preferred notification 
methods (col. 5, lines 57-67, the user will receive notification of media content of 
potential interest.) 

6. As to claims 8-11, 27-30, and 42-45, Klug teaches that the notification may be 
sent via e-mail, telephone number and or fax (col. 2, 34-49 and col.4, 32-43) 

7. As to claim 12, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 wherein the controller 
comprises a server (col. 6, line 60 - col. 7, line28.) 

8. As to claim 13, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 wherein the controller 
comprises an Internet server (col. 6, line 60 - col. 7, line28.) 

9. As to claim 14, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 further comprising a user 
database adapted to store the personal information (col. 4, lines 44-54, user information 
database 1 14 stores program preferences entered by the user.) 

10. As to claim 15, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 further comprising an 
administrative database adapted to store the administrative information (col. 4, lines 55- 
67, media content database 120 stores files of information regarding media content.) 

11. As to claim 16, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 further comprising a user 
network access unit adapted to send the personal information to the controller (col. 6, line 
60- col. 7, line 28, network interface 2136 transmits users registration information to the 
network and ultimately to the notification site.) 
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12. As to claim 17, Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 further comprising an 
administrative network access unit adapted to send the administrative information to the 
controller. 

13. As to claim 20, Klug teaches a method for providing personalized notification 
comprising: 

comparing personal information and administrative information related to an 
event; (col. 5, lines 10-16, processor 118 access the media content database in order to 
compare and identify content that may be of interest to particular users) and 

sending a personaUzed notification to a user concerning the event (coL 5, hnes 57- 
67, the user will receive notification of media content of potential interest.) 

14. " As to claim 25, Klug teaches the method as in claim 20 wherein the personal 
information comprises a preferred method of notification (col. 5, lines 48-56, the user is 
prompted to specify the notification criteria.) 

15. As to claim 26, Klug teaches the method as in claim 20 further comprising 
sending the notification via one of the user's preferred notification methods (col. 5, lines 
57-67, the user will receive notification of media content of potential interest.) 

16. As to claim 31, Klug teaches the method as in claim 20 further comprising storing 
the personal information (col. 4, lines 44-54, user information database 114 stores 
program preferences entered by the user.) 

17. As to claim 32 Klug teaches the method as in claim 20 further comprising storing 
the administrative information (col. 4, lines 55-67, media content database 120 stores 
files of information regarding media content.) 
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18. As to claim 35, Klug teaches a programmed medium adapted to compare personal 
information and administrative information related to an event (col. 5, lines 10-16, 
processor 1 1 8 access the media content database in order to compare and identify content 
that may be of interest to particular users) and further adapted to send a personalized 
notification to a user concerning the event (col. 5, lines 57-67, the user will receive 
notification of media content of potential interest.) 

19. As to claim 40, Klug teaches the programmed medium as in claim 35 wherein the 
personal information comprises a preferred method of notification (col. 5, lines 48-56, the 
user is prompted to specify the notification criteria.) 

20. As to claim 41, Klug teaches the programmed medium as in claim 35 further 
adapted to send the notification via one of the user's preferred notification methods (col. 
5, lines 57-67, the user will receive notification of media content of potential interest.) 

21 . As to claim 46, Klug teaches the programmed medium as in claim 35 further 
adapted to store the personal information (col. 4, lines 44-54, user information database 
1 14 stores program preferences entered by the user.) 

22. As to claim 47, Klug teaches the programmed medium as in claim 35 further 
adapted to store the administrative information (col. 4, hues 55-67, media content 
database 120 stores files of information regarding media content.) 

23. As to claims 50, 51, and 52 Klug teaches the programmed medium as in claim 35 
wherein the medium comprises a disk or other medium (col. 5, lines 17-28, other medium 
which may include a CD, a magnetic storage device or a digital storage device.) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

24. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

25. Claims 2, 18-19, 21, 33-34, 36, and 48-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Klug, U.S. Patent No. 6,591,245 and further in view of Thomas, 
U.S. Patent Application Publication No. US 2001/0036853. 

26. As to claims 2, 21 and 36 Klug teaches the system where providing personalized 
notification comprises: 

a controller adapted to compare personal information (col. 5, lines 10-16, 
processor 118 access the media content database in order to compare and identify content 
that may be of interest to particular users) and 

administrative information related to an event (col. 5, lines 48-56, information 
such as concert or other announcement releases of sound recordings etc. . .) and further 
adapted to send a personalized notification to a user concerning the event (col. 5, lines 
57-67, the user will receive notification of media content of potential interest.) 

Klug does not explicitly teach wherein the event is a lottery. However Thomas 
teaches an interactive wagering system which allows a user to participate in a lottery 
event and have personal notification as to the results of the lottery ([0007,0008,01 17]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time that the 
invention was made to apply personal notification to handle lottery events because doing 
so will provide rapid results to the winner and give the user added convenience in that it 
will eliminate the hassle of going out and buying a newspaper or calling a toll-free 
number or watching TV to obtain the results and prize information. 

27. Claims 18-19, 33-34, and 48-49 essentially contain the same limitation of wherein 
the event is a lottery event and all information associated with that event consist of a 
lottery number as in claim 2, 21, and 36; therefore, they are rejected under the same 
reasons as applied above.- 

28. As to claim 18, 33, and 48 Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 wherein a 
registration site contains personal information about the user which is used to identify 
potential interests among the different users and include program preferences entered by 
the user that the user wants to receive notification on (col. 5, lines 29-56.) 

29. As to claim 19, 34, and 49 Klug teaches the system as in claim 1 wherein the 
administrative information comprises a notification based on user input parameters (col.5, 
lines 57-67.) 

30. Claims 3-5, 22-24, and 37-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Klug, U.S. Patent No. 6,591,245. 

31 . As to claim 3-5, 22-24, and 37-39 Klug teaches the system where providing 
personalized notification comprises: 

a controller adapted to compare personal information (col. 5, lines 10-16, 
processor 118 access the media content database in order to compare and identify content 
that may be of interest to particular users) and 
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administrative information related to an event (col. 5, lines 48-56, information 
such as concert or other announcement releases of sound recordings etc. . .) and further 
adapted to send a personalized notification to a user concerning the event (col. 5, lines 
57-67, the user will receive notification of media content of potential interest.) 

Klug does not explicitly teach wherein the event is a "sport or entertainment, 
educational or an exam". Official Notice is taken that one of the ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention would modify Klug so that notification can apply to any event 
whether it is sport or entertainment, educational or an exam, because doing so will give 
the user access to the information at a faster rate as well as add convenience to the user 
that he or she will be kept up to date on the information that is important to them. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shawki S Ismail whose telephone number is 703-605- 
4362. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on 703-306-6662. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Shawki Ismail 
Patent Examiner 
July 26, 2004 




